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very strong understanding1.' His size, and figure, and countenance, and manner, were that of a hearty English 'Squire, with the parson super-induced: and I took particular notice of his upper servant, Mr. Peters, a decent grave man, in purple clothes, and a large white wig, like the butler or major domo of a Bishop.
Dr. Johnson and Dr. Taylor met with great cordiality; and Johnson soon gave him the same sad account of their schoolfellow, Congreve, that he had given to Mr. Hector2; adding a remark of such moment to the rational conduct of a man in the decline of life, that it deserves'to be imprinted upon every mind: ' There is nothing against which an old man should be so much upon his guard as putting himself to nurse3.' Innumerable have been the melancholy instances of men once distinguished for firmness, resolution, and spirit, who in their latter days have been governed like children, by interested female artifice.
Dr. Taylor commended a physician who was known to him and Dr. Johnson, and said,' I fight many battles for him, as many people in the country dislike him.' JOHNSON. ' But you should consider. Sir, that by every one of your victories he is a loser; for, every man of whom you get the better, will be very angry, and resolve not to employ him; whereas if people get the better of you in
1  Johnson wrote on May 25, 1780 (Piozzi Letters, ii. 136): '-----is
come to town, brisk and vigorous, fierce and fell, to drive on his lawsuit.    Nothing- in all life now can be more profligater than what he is; and if, in case, that so be, that they persist for to resist him, he is resolved not to spare no money, nor no time.'   Taylor, no doubt, is meant, and Baretti, in a marginal note, says:—' This was the elegant phraseology of that Doctor.1    See^atf, iii. 205.
2  See ante, ii. 527.
\ 3 He did not hold with Stcele, who in The Spectator, No. 153, writes: —' It was prettily said, " He that would be long an old man must begin early to be one."' Mrs. Piozzi (Anec. p. 275) says that 'saying of the old philosopher, that he who wants least is most like the gods who want nothing, was a favourite sentence with Dr. Johnson, who required less attendance, sick or well, than ever I saw any human creature.'
argumentson, who required je-w alErnd.uu'r, sit k t»r wrll, than ever I saw any human creature.'
